





The No. 1 show on television was Gunsmoke, and The Nature

of Things made its debut on TV.

The Ottawa Rough Riders beat the Edmonton Eskimos to win the

Grey Cup. This is possible?

And, also in 1960, a group of community-minded people formed
the Co-operative Housing Association of Manitoba, to sponsor Willow Park,
in Winnipeg, Canada's first continuing housing co-operative for families. In
this type of co-operative enterprise, ownership of the entire project was, and
continues to be, shared by all the members. Still earlier in the history of co-

operatives, each family became the owner of each dwelling, separately.

Thirty-one years ago, inspired by the century-old spirit and
tradition of the co-operative movement, Manitobans built the first co-

operatively-owned housing in Canada for families.












The National Housing Act authorized acquisition and
development of land or existing buildings. Then, Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Island, New Brunswick and Saskatchewan signed cost-sharing

agreements with the federal government.

Up to the mid-60s, virtually all co-operatives focused
on building. A group of people would form a co-operative to construct their
homes, often providing the labour themselves. Upon complétion, the
household would take possession; typically, the co-operative would

continue to repay a common mortgage.

Low interest funds available through the National Housing Act
were not provided for building co-ops because, at the time, the CMHC
considered that social housing assistance should not be used to enable

recipients to accumulate assets.



In the 1960s, continuing housing co-operatives came into their
own. In this type of co-operative, ownership of the entire project continues
to be shared by all the members, vis a vis the earlier practice, when the' co-

operative ended with the completion of construction.

As 1 indicated earlier, in 1965, the Co-operative Housing
Association of Manitoba completed Canada's first continuing housing co-

operative for families.

The 200-unit Willow Park townhouse project in Winnipeg
received financial support from the CMHC, the Co-operative Credit Society
and the City of Winnipeg. Occupants made a down payment ranging from
556 dollars for a one-bedroom unit to 889 dollars for a four-bedroom

townbhouse. Monthly rents were from 91 to 137 dollars.



As the continuing co-operative movement grew, three groups ---
the Co-operative Union of Canada, the Canadian Labour Congress and the
Canadian Union of Students--- jointly founded the Co-operative Housing
Foundation of Canada, now known as the Co-operative Housing Federation

of Canada.

Its mandate has been "to promote the development of continuing
housing co-operatives and to provide organizational, technical and

administrative services to . . . housing co-operatives."

Over the last 23 years, the Co-operative Housing Federation has
become an outstanding contributor and increasingly important partner in the

housing industry in Canada.









The objectives of the new federal Co-operative Housing Program

were

to provide modest, affordable housing appropriate to the
needs of low- and moderate-income families and

individuals

to house mainly families whose incomes may be too high for
public housing, but who cannot compete in the open

market for housing, and

to encourage the integration of families and individuals of

varying incomes.



Under the new Program, co-operatives now had access, for
first time, to 100 per cent financing.

As additional subsidies

CMHC would provide a capital contribution of ten
per cent of the capital cost

On .the remaining 90 per cent of the capital cost, CMHC would
provide a preferred mortgage loan at the low linterest rate
of eight per cent over 50 years

Local groups could obtain start-up grants (up to
ten thoﬁsand dollars) to develop proposals for co-
operative housing projects, and

Under the Community Resource Organization
Program ---CROP--- groups could obtain
operating grants toAprovide technical

assistance and help in getting organized.

the






Other ©problems included subsidies which did not permit
production of housing affordable for lower-income people; and the housing
program's requirements for large direct capital funding by the federal

government, in the face of growing needs for other programs.

Objectives of a new Co-operative Housing Program introduced

in 1979 were to meet the established targets and

to produce housing at minimum cost by implementing

appropriate cost controls, and

to encourage approved lenders to prdvide capital

for low and moderate income housing needs.





















The general approach by the federal goverﬂment to the creation
and development of housing has had three main thrusts: enhancing the
private market, helping the disadvantaged, and developing skills and

technology.

Support for the private market has taken many forms, but has
primarily fostered financing of housing through mortgage insurance, and
such instruments as the Indexed-Linked Mortgage for co-ops and mortgage-

backed securities.

The social housing programs, such as those I have described,
have been effective in creating non-profit housing. For almost 50 years, the
Government of Canada has helped to provide housing for low-income
Canadians. Currently, there are more 640-thousand (640,000) units

sustained by our social housing programs.












The role of women ---the responsibilities they shoulder, the
challenges they face--- are part of day-to-day life in co-ops. They are home
to tens of thousands of women for many reasons: the supportive
environment; the affordable housing; and the warm haven for children ---too

often denied homes in the rental market.

The Brambles, the community in South Burnaby, B.C., I
mentioned earlier, is one of 11 housing co-ops in Canada developed with
federal government assistance for women. A CMHC study showed that, with
their unique mix of affordability and quality, such co-ops have created
supportive, well-managed communities. They are also meeting the
particular needs of single women, those recovering from illness or other

difficulties, and older women.









For almost 150 years, the co-operative movement, with all its
ideals and disappointments, achievements and false starts, maturity and
recurring challenges, has been the inspiration for remarkable

accomplishments around the world.

In Canada, CMHC has been a supporter ---in every sense--- for
almost 50 years. From modest beginnings in Nova Scotia in the 1950s,
goverhment pérticipation in co-operative housing has grown to a level which
is impressive ---in buildings, in communities, in people acquiring homes

which they could not have obtained otherwise.

Six-hundred-and-forty-thousand (640,000) housing wunits --=
households which have received good accommodation--- is an impressive

number.


















